
 

Please explain your role as  

Program Coordinator for the PEARL 

Program: 

My role is to provide a safe and 

fun environment where teen girls 

can feel comfortable to be them-

selves. In this environment I am re-

sponsible for ensuring the partici-

pants indulge in new and neces-

sary experiences that are in line 

with our five program principles: 

Prevention, Empowerment, Aca-

demics, Recreation and Leader-

ship. I believe that in my role it also 

my duty to nurture, support and 

uplift our young ladies all while giv-

ing them the tools to one day be 

able to pay it forward with another 

young lady coming up behind 

them. 

 

How long have you been with the 

YWCA Yonkers and what has been 

your greatest accomplishment? 

I intially signed on with the 

P.E.A.R.L. Program as a mentor. A 

year later I was hired by the YWCA 

to work directly with the program. 

We celebrated our 10 year anni-

versary of building future leaders 

and have serviced 700+ teen girls 

over the years. It has been so re-

warding when the young ladies 

return and share with me how 

what they have learned and ex-

perienced as a PEARL has impact-

ed their adult lives postively and 

they want to give back in the 

same capacity. 

 

What are your future plans to 

strengthen your department? 

The P.E.A.R.L. Program is actively 

recruiting young ladies ages 13-18 

on a consistent basis. I plan to 

make partnerships to bring the 

community to the girls to build the 

sustainable relationships our youth 

needs 

 

What are 3 things you would like 

the public to know about your de-

partment 

Everyone should know that the first 

and foremost the P.E.A.R.L. Pro-

gram is essential to empowering 

young girls and building their self 

confidence. Secondly, the pro-

gram is completely free and runs 

year round. Third, as the head of 

the program I am fully invested in 

serving as a positive role model 

and ally for each and every partic-

ipant. 

 

How can others support your mis-

sion? 

I believe it truly takes a village to 

meet all the needs of our youth 

today. Our mission is to build fe-

male future leaders who are well 

rounded individuals. We are call-

ing on parents and community 

organizations to share with the 

girls in any capacity they can. 

 

 

 

Contact Ms. James 

pearls@ywcayonkers.org 
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